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ORDINANCE NO. [___], SERIES OF 2026

AN ORDINANCE REGULATING THE USE OF MOTOR VERICLE EXHAUST
SYSTEMS, PROHIBITING ILLEGALLY MODIFIED AND EXCESSIVELY LOUD
MUFFLERS OR OPEN PIPES WITHIN THE JURISDICTION OF THIS LOCAL
GOVERNMENT UNIT, PRESCRIBING PROCEDURES FOR OBJECTIVE TESTING,
PROVIDING PENALTIES FOR VIOLATIONS THEREOF, AND ALIGNING LOCAL
ENFORCEMENT WITH THE MANDATES OF THE LAND TRANSPORTATION OFFICE
(LTO).

Proponent: Councilor D.C . Nathan A. Sergio

WHEREAS, Section 34(j) of Republic Act No. 4136 (Land Transportation and
Traffic Code) explicitly mandates that no motor vehicle shall be operated with a muffler
that is cut, altered, disconnected, or produces unnecessary or excessive noise;

WHEREAS, Department Order No. 2010-32, Section 5.2.7, restricts unauthorized
modifications of mufflers;

WHEREAS, the Land Transportation Office (LTO) issued Memorandum Circular
No. MVL-2026-5050 and LTO Memorandum Circular No. 2020-2240, clarifying that
legitimate, branded aftermarket mufflers purchased from authorized dealers that meet
national regulatory standards are permitted, provided they pass emission guidelines and -
do not exceed the threshold limit of 99 decibels (dB);

WHEREAS, the Supreme Court has declared that local government unit (LGU)
regulations are supplementary to national statutes and cannot impose blanket bans that
negate or contradict standards set by national regulatory agencies;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Sangguniang Panlungsod in
session assembled, that.

SECTION 1. Short Title. This Ordinance shall be known as the "Regulated
Exhaust and Sound Level Ordinance of 2026."

SECTION 2. Definition of Terms. For purposes of this Ordinance, the following
definitions apply:

. Motor Vehicle: Any self-propelled wheeled road or off-road vehicle powered by
an internal combustion engine, including motorcycles, tricycles, cars, and utility
vehicles.

. Modified Muffler: Any stock exhaust system that has been physically cut, altered,
or gutted to remove noise-dampening components.

. Compliant Aftermarket Muffler: A replacement exhaust system manufactured
and purchased from authorized dealers that contains functional noise-reduction
components (such as silencers or catalytic converters) and complies with the
standards of the Department of Trade and Industry (DT1).




Non-Compliant Aftermarket Muffler: Any replacement exhaust assembly that

lacks proper DTI Philippine Standard (PS) Marks, import Commodity Clearance
(ICC) certificates, or component designs required to control noise emissions.

« Open Pipe/Straight Pipe: An exhaust configuration devoid of internal baffles,
silencers, or expansion chambers designed to restrict or muffle sound.

. Decibel (dB): The standard logarithmic unit used to measure the intensity or

loudness of acoustic sound.

SECTION 3. Prohibited Acts. It shall be unlawful for any person to operate a
motor vehicle on public roads within this municipality/city if it is fitted with any of the
following:

1 A stock muffler that has been altered, cut, disconnected, or physically hollowed
out.

2 A non-compliant or ilegally assembled aftermarket muffler that lacks a verifiable
DTI PS Mark or ICC clearance.

3. Any exhaust configuration that produces sound emissions exceeding 99 decibels
(dB) under the specified testing procedure.

4. Any bypass valve, cut-out system, or manual override switch that allows the
exhaust gases to escape before passing through the sound-muffling elements.

SECTION 4. Exemptions for Compliant Accessories. Pursuant to national
directives under LTO MC No. MVL-2026-5050, the installation and use of a branded
aftermarket muffler is lawful and shall not be subject to summary apprehension if it
satisfies the following:

1. The model conforms to structural safety and quality guidelines backed by standard
DTI markings.

2 The acoustic properties remain within the maximum national sound emission
allowance. . _

3. Motorists operating verified, compliant setups shall not be forced to produce
proprietary manufacturing certificates during general traffic stops, provided the
equipment passes physical validation or sound thresholds.

SECTION 5. Protocol for Sound Level Testing and Measurement. To uphold
objectivity and due process, traffic enforcers shall determine sound-level compliance
exclusively through the procedure outlined under Section 5.4.3.7 of LTO Memorandum
Circular No. 2020-2240:

1. Instrument: Enforcers must utilize a calibrated sound level meter (decibel meter).

2. Positioning: The device sensor must be positioned 0.5 meters from the exhaust
outlet tip, arranged at a 45-degree angle, and held paraliel to the ground surface.

3. Engine State: Sound measurements must be recorded while the stationary
vehicle's engine is maintained at an operation speed of 2,000 to 2,500 rpm.

4 Environment: Field measurements must occur away from high-noise ambient
variables to protect reading accuracy. Enforcers are strictly prohibited from issuing
citations based on subjective auditory impressions alone.




SECTION 6. Penalties and Fines. Violations of the provisions of this Ordinance
shall be penalized as follows:

. First Offense: A fine of One Thousand Pesos (#1,000.00) and a written warning
to correct the deficiency.

. Second Offense: A fine of Three Thousand Pesos (P3,000.00) and a
requirement to clear structural inspection.

. Third and Subsequent Offenses: A fine of Five Thousand Pesos (®5,000.00)
and temporary impoundment of the vehicle.

SECTION 7. Re-Inspection and Compliance Remediation. Vehicles flagged for
non-compliant acoustic metrics shall be directed to undergo repair or replacement of the
non-compliant hardware. The vehicle shall be presented for re-inspection at an authorized
LTO Private Motor Vehicle Inspection Center (PMVIC) or LGU testing location to verify
conformity before it can resume normal operation on local roads.

SECTION 8. Separability Clause. If any provision or part of this Ordinance is held
invalid or unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, the remaining provisions
not affected shall continue in full force and effect.

SECTION 9. Repealing Clause. All local ordinances, executive orders, or rules
and regulations inconsistent with this Ordinance are hereby amended, modified, or
repealed accordingly.

SECTION 10. Effectivity. This Ordinance shall take effect fifteen (15) days
following its complete publication in a newspaper of general local circulation and
compliance with the posting requirements under the Local Government Code.




