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{New an lebt draft ordinsnco on mutf,sr reguLton' June 9'202t;;: fi-(_* i.,r,
**JuN-1 j&-

ORDINANCE NO. t I, SERIES OF 2026

AN ORDNI{ANCE REGUI.ATING THE USE OF IIOTOR VEHICLE EXHAUST

sysrEMS, pRoilaiirre rlLecAlLy IloDrFtED AND EXCESSIVELY LOUD

iltUFFLERs oR OPCIi ptpes wFHIN THE JuRlsDlcTloN oF THls LocAL

covERNirENT Ulitr;'pneicnretNc pRocEDURES FOR OA'ECT|VE TEsrll{G'

PROVIDING PENAINiS }bi VIoLATIONS THEREOF' AND ALIGNING LOCAL

ENFoRcEI{ENT wtii THE IIANDATEs oF THE uAND TRANSPoRTATIoN oFFlcE

(Lro).
Proponent: Councilor D.C ' Nathan A' Sergio

WHEREAS, section 3ao of Republic A"t ry9. 4136 (Land Transportation and

Traffic code) explicitly mandates that no motor vehicle shall be-operalt:T a muffler

tn"i i, cut, attered, diiconnected, or produces unnac€ssary or excessve nolse;

WHEREAS'DepartmentorderNo.2010.32,Section5.2'T,restriclsunauthorized
modifications of muffl erE,

WHEREAS'theLandTransportationoffice(LTo)issuedl||emorandumcircu|ar
No.MVL.2o26-5050andLToillemorandumCircularNo.2020.2240'clarifuingthat
legitimate, Ur"nOi-"tt"*"rket mufflers purchased.from authorized dealers that meet

national regutatory siailil; 
"|€ 

p.rritt"'d. provided they pass emission guidelines and

Jo not exceeO the threshold limil of 99 decibelg (dB);

WHEREAS,thesupremecourthasdeclaredthatlocalgovernmentunit(LGU)
regulations 

"r" 
rrpii"-*[iw to.n3tiolal statutes and cannot impose blanket bans that

;;1;G;, tontraoiclstandardi set by national regulatory agencies'

Now, THEREFoRE, BE |T oRDA|NED by the Sangguniang Pan|ungsod in

session assembled, that:

sEcTloN 1. short Tide. This ordinance shall be known as the "Regulated

Exhaust and Sound Level Ordinance of 2026"'

sEcT|oN 2. Definition of Terms. For purposes of this ordinance, the fo||owing

definitions aPPIY:

. f,|otor Vehic|e: Any setf-prope|led wheeled road or off-roatj vehic|e powered by

an intemal combustion engine, including motorcycles, tricycles' cars' and utility

vehicles.
. llodified tuffler: Any stock exhaust system that has been physically cut, altered,

or gutted to remove noisedampening components'

. compliant Aftsrmarket tuffl'er: A-replacement exhaust system manufactured

and purcha"J t or authorized dealers that contains funclional noise'rduction

components (such as silencers or catalytic converters) and complies with the

standarcts of t|," Department of Trade and Industry (DTl)'



Non-compliantAftermarketMuff|e1:.]}nvrep|acementexhaustassemblythat
tacks prope, DTI Prfiilil; tfit-g.l tpii utiri' lmport commodrtv clearance

.cc) certificates, o.forpon"nt designs i&rii"o io cnntrol noise emissions'

bp"n Pipo,straisht';'i';; 4; :tf:,t:;ft;;tti"l 9Ty of internal bafrles'

silencers, or expansion cnambers Oesigpd to-restrict or muffle sound'

Ilecib€l {dB}: The il;;-l"g"rtttriic unit used to mea$ure the intensi$ or

rorOnitt'of acoustic sound'

SECTION 3' Prohibited AcB'.lt shall be unlawful for any person to operate a

motor vehicte "" 
p,iniil'rJ"oi"itnin td';;;p"ritvl"'tv if it igntteo witn anv of the

following:

l.Astockmufflerthathasbeena|tered,cut,disconnec*ed,orphysical|yhol|owed
out'

2.Anon.comp|iantori|lega|lyassemb|edafrermarketmuff|erthatlacksaverifiab|e

, ru::*:lgiffi,*:iqg"o"ces sound emissions exceedins ee decibers

; fji} $S:iT"',r|:ilrs'"9ffi:trv:t:J:"id' switch that ailcnrs the

exhaust g"r"r1o!*""p" O"tor" ilsi-;g iht;rtn tn" sound-muffiing elements'

sEcT|oN4.EremptioT?jol.Gomp|iantAcceggories.Pursuanttonationa|
directives under uidirt'fr". r'rvr-zoid-idio, ine instattation and use of a branded

aftermarket mutne, I f.*trf 
"nd 

shall iot be subiect to summary apprehension if il

satisfies the following:

l,Themde|conformstostructura|safetyandqua|iUguidelinesbackedbystandarcl

, ?;:iffi:f;i'properties remain within the maximum national sound emissron

allowance'
3.Motoristsoperatingverified,compliant.'9tup*shallnotbeforcedtoproduce

propnetary irr-"nrtJ"turing ce*ndrtes during general trafiic stops' provided the

equ i pment ;#;;;i&l validation or sound th resholds'

sEcTloNS.Protoco|for_SoundLeve|TestingandlieasurpmenLToupho|d
objectivig "no 

o,ie;;;, tl"m" g"r"rcers snatt determine sound-level compliance

exclusivety through the procedr," outiinJ under Section 5'4'9'7 of LTO Memorandum

Circular No, 2020-2240:

1. lnsrument Enforcers must utilize a calibrated sound level meter (decibelmeter)'

2'Positionlng:ThedevicesensormustbePositioned0.5meterufromtheexhaust
oulet gp, airanged at a +Saeg;*;il;';rY held-parallelto th.e grourd surface'

3. Engine staie:-souno *""",ii"menti must be recorded while the stationary

vehicte,s;fi";;ri"i.i*o at an operation speed of 2,000 to 2,500 rpm'

4,EnvironmentFie|dmeasurementsmusto@urawayfromhigh-noiseambient
variab|estoprotec.treading"ou'*vEnforcersarestrlcttyprohibitedfromissuing
citations n"JJ on subieaive auditory impressions alone'
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sEcTloN 6. Penaltlos and Fano3. Molations of the provisions of this odinance

shall be penalized as follor ,8:

. Firrt offenae: A fine of One Thoucand Pe$c (?1'qD.00) and a lvritten wam.ng

to correci the defici€ncy
. S€cond Offense: A fine of Thrs€ Thousand Pesos (p3'(F0'(X)) and a

requirement to clear struclural inspection
. Third and subcequent ofionsos: A fine of Five Thougand Pesoa ("5,000.00)

and temporary impoundment of the vehicle'

sEcnoNT'Ra-|nspoc,t|onandComp|ianceRemediation.Vehic|esflaggedfor
non_**pti"nt 

"coustic 
frEirics shall b€ directed to undergo repair or replacem€nl of the

;;;;ilii;;i ;"iOware. The vetrlcle shall be ptesented for re'inspection at an authorized

liO Ftir"t" Motor Vehicle Inspection Center (PMVIC) or LGU testing location to verify

conformity before it can resume normal operation on local roads

sEcTloN 8. Sep8rablllty claule. It any provision of Part of this ordinance is held

invalid or unconstitutional by a 
-court 

of competent jurisdic{ion, the remaining provisions

not affected shall continue in full force and efiecl'

sEcTloNg.Repea|ingcleuso.All|oca|ordinances,executiveorders,orru|es
anO regutations inconsistent 

-*itn 
tnis Ordinance are hereby amended' modified' or

repealed accordingly.

sEcTloN 10. Efectivity. This ordinance shall take effeci fifteen (15) days

torrowl,iJis 
- 

comptete puUtication in a neryspaper of general local circulation and

compf ii-nc" *,tft tne pooiing requirernents under the Local Govemment Code'


